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You can shake off a too rosy view of the past then see how good
change could be for you. Being more open-minded about the
kind of place you could live will really help. Love-wise, you’ll find
a subtleway to let that special someone in your life knowexactly
how you feel.

The focus is on partnerships right nowandwhether you teamup
to enter a contest or for a work assignment, you can achieve
so much together. If you are free to begin a new relationship,
Venus checks into your deep emotions chart to help you
recognise your soulmate.

Your special blend of ideas that intrigue people, plus your calm,
professional attitude, will turn your working life into what you
want it to be. It’s time to focus on the fun side of love – as well as
its serious promises – so, finally, a relationship will be able to
fulfil its true potential.

Everything about your life feels lighter and brighter and the new
people you meet today will add some extra excitement and
glamour to your week. You can enjoy all that’s good about love
and tactfully work on what could be better. Single? You will first
meet in a music venue.

Inspired ideas to give your home and perhaps your housemates
a makeover can lead to a new way of working. And a property
show on television proves to be a source of luck. But Venus
tempts you to gamble with your heart – by falling madly and
deeply in love.

How you talk about yourself changes the way others see you –
and it’s important to resist self-criticism even if you’re only
doing it for fun. You discuss your future plans with confidence
and start tomake real progress. Love sparks fly the second time
you see a Scorpio.

It’s all about money at the moment – and the projects you care
about the most. Getting a grip on your finances means you
could end theweek awhole lot richer thanwhen you started it. If
you are single, your most generous friend introduces you to
someone amazing.

The sun is back in your sign for the first time in a whole year to
bring you some genuinely exciting opportunities. Fortunately,
your super-positive attitude will ensure you make the most of
them. You will also be asked a love question that surprises as
much as it thrills you.

Serious Saturn meets loving Venus in your personality zone
today and the work you have put into a relationship could be
rewarded in some wonderful ways. If you’re single, your new
partner has a job that you totally respect. Luck pays a visit to
door number one.

This is your week to focus on a project you truly believe in and
take it all the way to success. If you’re lucky, an audience could
even be cheering you on. What so far has been a warm
friendship could be turning into a red-hot romance that has an
interesting future.

The goals you set yourself both at work and in your personal life
are ambitious. But deep down you know you have all the ability
you need – especially now your confidence and willpower has
suddenly got so strong. You can set the pace for a new love
relationship, too.

You can think clearly, reject all the excuses – even the ones you
make to yourself – and say “Yes” to learning new skills. When it
comes to love, your mind and emotions give you the same
message: That you and a partner, old or new, can fulfil each
other’s dreams.

FAIL to make it on to The X
Factor this year? No
problem, just make your
own songs at home using
the growing number of
bargain gadgets and apps.
We got musician Dregas,

right, to test a range of
gadgets for us.
l Dregas’ latest single Skin
is out now.

All gearedup
for ahit song

ONCE you have your killer tune, it
needs to be mastered.

That’s the final part of the recording
process which fine-tunes the sound
and gets it ready to put online or for
CD or vinyl.

And where better to get it done than
Abbey Road, the legendary London
studios where the Beatles recorded
most of their hits? Abbey Road Studios’

online mastering service gives up-and-
coming chart stars access to its expert
engineers and equipment, from £108.

It is all done online, which means
you can do it from anywhere. Crucially,
it allows the studio to keep the price so
low. Upload files, pick an engineer and
explain the kind of sound you want.
They do it in five days.

Dregas tried it and found the

website easy to use. She picked the
Mastered for iTunes option that
optimises the song for digital music
sites and says: “It’s amazing to have
the Abbey Road stamp on my music
with an independent artist budget!”

More details at abbeyroad.com.
lDregas’s latest single, Skin, mastered by
Abbey Road Studios, can be streamed now at
dregasmusic.com/music and on Apple Music.

MASTERINGATAPRICEYOU’LLBEABBEYWITH

iRig HD 2,
£112.95, amazon.co.uk

Allows you to plug your guitar directly
into your iPhone, iPad or Macbook
and record directly into apps such as
Garageband. It works with maker IK’s
Amplitube programme, which has a
raft of effects and amp
sounds for you
to experiment
with. Great for
recording guitar
parts on the go.

iRig Keys PRO
£129.95, apple.com/uk

This 37-key keyboard is portable and
easy to use. Just plug it in to an iPad,
iPhone or laptop and go. It’s amazingly
convenient for writing tunes and
recording them at home. There’s also a
smaller version with 25 keys – even
better
when
you’re on
the go.

iRig iLoud Speaker
£239.99, maplin.co.uk

If composing, you need to hear how it
will sound as accurately as possible.

The iLoud is a portable Bluetooth
speaker that sounds great, especially
as it’s so light and
portable.

Good for the bed-
room, it works per-
fectly with the iRig
Keys and just as well
with an electric guitar.

Audio-Technica Headphones
M50X, £139, gear4music.com

These cans sound great and look
super-sleek. They have good bass
response and crisp and
clear audio, so they’re
great for mixing music
on the road. Audio-
Technica has been
making pro-gear for
years and consumers
can now take advan-
tage of that expertise.

Audio-Technica AT2020USB+
Microphone, £129.99, Maplin

Professional-quality micro-
phone has a USB output to
plug into your laptop and is
incredible. The level of quality
you get for the portability is
amazing. It’s great for record-
ing on the go with fast and
easy set-up, but puts out a
sound quality which
can unquestionably be
used at a pro-level.

Apple Garageband
£3.99 on iPhone and iPad

An incredibly user-friendly program
that lets anyone start composing and
recording with nothing more than an
iPhone or iPad. Garageband’s “smart”
i n s t r u m e n t s
mean you can
play chords with
a simple tap
– and sing
into your dev-
ice’s mic.

TC Helicon Play Electric,
£294, andertons.co.uk

Can’t sing in tune? Never mind – this
gadget will sort your voice. It can also
add effects such as delays and Cher-
style modulations. It also doubles up
as an effects pedal
for guitars. It’s cus-
tomisable enough
for the serious
musician but has a
lot of good presets
for beginners.

M Audio 2x2M audio
interface, £79, dawsons.co.uk

Lets you easily plug all your real instru-
ments into your laptop to record them.
Instruments such as guitars and
voices are analogue
sounds. This con-
verts them into
digital – and
vice versa. It is
great for your You-
Tube channel and
live performances.

Alesis Samplepad,
£99, gak.co.uk

This is a drum kit in a gadget the size of
a tablet, so it is cheaper and much
smaller. You allocate different drum
sounds to each pad – such as cymbal
or snare – and play them
with normal sticks.
It comes with 200
built in or you can
add 512 of your
own on a memory
card.
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